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Editor’s Bits 
 

Time seems to be flying by and it’s 
time for Treads again. Last month’s  
‘View from the Saddle’ has brought 
a response.  This is what we need - 
good interaction. 
 At the AGM we had a change in the 
committee with Rob standing down 
as Webmaster and his place taken by 
Nick.  Thanks Rob for all the good 
work you’ve done over the last few 
years.  Nick’s position as Events Co-
ordinator has been taken by Clare.  
Welcome to the team.  Clare would 
like a few more evening rides for the 
Events Calendar, so if you can help 
please ring her. 
 
Editor 

 
 
 

View from the ‘Saddle’ 
 
Do you ever ride in the Bus lanes in 
and around Bristol?  If you do, then 
feel yourself honoured that we are 
given that privilege.  Many other 
Cities are not so generous to their 
Biking community. Luton for 
instance will not allow Motorcycles 
in Bus lanes during peak hours, but 

allows all traffic in off peak hours. 
The net result is that it just makes 
yet another Traffic filled lane so the 
advantage for two wheeled traffic to 
make safe progress at peak times is 
lost.  
Plymouth Council on the other hand 
has decided to allow an 18 month 
trial of Motorcycles using bus lanes.  
They have taken advice from the 
Police that there are too many 
accidents involving Motorcycles in 
the City whilst filtering, and that by 
moving them to Bus Lanes will make 
them more visible to other road 
users and cut congestion.  Well done 
Plymouth!  
A leaked report from a study taken 
in London, has found that during a 
trial of bus lane use by Motorcycles 
on 2 major City roads, a 42% 
reduction in Motorcycle accidents 
occurred along with a reduction in 
pedestrian casualties compared with 
a control route.  As Boris Johnson 
has said in his bid for Mayor “it’s a 
no-brainer. Motorcycles should be 
given full use of Bus lanes at all 
times”. 
Not everyone can see the advantage 
in Motorcycles in Bus lanes however, 
a Cycling group has opposed the 
proposal Nationwide, stating that 
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the Cyclist’s safety will be 
compromised as collisions with 
Motorcycles will rise.  My own 
experience with Cyclists in Bristol is 
that they are the only road users 
who seem to ignore Red traffic 
lights, treating them as a sort of 
give way! I do think though that 
compared to one proposal that 
HGV’s should be allowed to use Bus 
lanes, Cyclists would prefer to share 
it with us given the choice! 
 
TUG 
 
In the IAM magazine just out, there 
is an article that states 45% of 
cyclists have insurance, the rest 
depend on their Home Ins. Policy. 
This, in fact, does not cover cycling 
accidents. I think most learnt their 
riding ‘skills’ from watching too 
many Japanese Kamikaze pilots in 
war films. (Ed. ) 
 
 

 Motorcycle Roadcraft 

You may recall I recently informed 
you that the Police Foundation will 
be meeting in May to decide 
whether to produce a new version of 
Motorcycle Roadcraft, on the lines of 
the newly announced car version.  

The latest headline is as follows, 
direct from the Police Foundation: 

The new edition of Roadcraft was 
funded from an advance on the 
royalties we receive from sales, 
which are quite substantial. We do 
not receive anything like the same 
level of income from the sale of 
Motorcycle Roadcraft and certainly 
nowhere near enough for a 
publisher to agree to loan us the 

funding for the project on the basis 
of projected sales. So to finance a 
new edition of Motorcycle 
Roadcraft we are talking here of 
raising at least £50k, we will need to 
attract a commercial sponsor. We 
are a charity and like every other 
charity we have to raise the funds 
for projects like this. 

Like you, we believe a new edition of 
Motorcycle Roadcraft would actually 
save lives and on this basis we will 
be approaching a number of 
potential partners in the commercial 
sector for funding support. I will be 
talking to TSO about this matter later 
this week so perhaps they might be able 
to put something towards a new edition, 
but it is unlikely to be more than about £5-
10k, and then probably only in the form of 
a loan. If you know of anyone who might 
be interested in sponsoring a new edition 
I would of course be delighted to know. 

Anyone care to help?  As RoSPA and 
the IAM accept the biggest growth 
area in advanced training and 
groups is in motorcyclists, am I 
alone in thinking we are being sold 
short?  I wonder if Police forces will 
or can exert any pressure. 

 Stu Bullock. 

 

  

Calling all Members.  
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You may be aware that the club 
membership numbers are dwindling, 
and at the AGM last week we 
decided we needed to take a 
proactive approach and start a 
recruitment campaign. 
  
We have the opportunity to utilize 
the RoSPA stand at the Bike Safe 
event being held at Haynes Motor 
Museum, Sparkford, Somerset, on 
the 12th and 13th April 2008.   
The day will start at 10am and finish 
at around 4pm.  The general idea 
would be to hand out AAMC leaflets 
and promote the club. 
  
For this to be successful, the club 
needs a few volunteers to assist with 
manning the stand over that 
weekend.  Even if you can only do 
part of a day then that would still be 
really useful.  Please bear in mind, 
however, that there is a club ride on 
the Sunday. 
  
Please contact me for further 
information or if you can help out. 
Either drop me an email or call me. 
  
I hope you can help, as it is in 
everyone’s interest to increase the 
membership, which will keep down 
the subscriptions. 
Thanks very much in advance. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
 
Tim 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attached is a flyer for the Bikesafe 
South West Show 2008. The event 
takes place on the weekend of 
12th/13th April 2008 at Haynes Motor 
Museum, Sparkford. See the Bikesafe 
website for more details 
 

 
 
http://www.bikesafe.co.uk/Bikesafe/
Bikesafe2000/england/avonandsom
erset/avsom.html 
 
This is an event that was instigated 
after the national show moved to the 
London area this year. The previous 
three years have been in 
Cheltenham. 

  
Barry Seward 
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First Ride of 2008 – 
Sunday 16th March 
 
The rain started around 9:30am on 
Saturday 15th and didn’t give out all day 
or during that night, so I wasn’t 
surprised to find flooded roads on the 
ride out to Burrington Combe.  As I had 
fallen behind with my club admin work, 
I was hoping that no-one would turn up 
and I could go home and get on with it, 
but no such luck!  As I pulled into the 
petrol station on the A38, Tim pulled in 
behind me on his TDM, and after a 
quick chat it became apparent that he 
wasn’t going to lose the opportunity of 
a ride.  In fact, by the time we were due 
to leave the café, four other hardy 
souls had turned-up, including two new 
members.  Martin volunteered to do 
‘tail-ender’ duty, and we were off after 
a short briefing. 
 
 
After less than half an hour the rain, 
which had already become light and 
patchy, virtually stopped, and apart 
from flooded roads in a few places, 
didn’t bother us again during the day. 
 
I planned a route over the Mendips, 
skirting Frome, and then on down to 
Shaftesbury.  As we left the town on 
the minor road towards Compton 
Abbas Airfield, there was a notice 
saying that the road ahead was closed.  
My mind raced a bit (if that’s possible) 
thinking about which way we could go 
and I just rode past the sign to see 
exactly where the road was closed.  
Luckily the closure was just past the 
turning up Zig-Zag Hill that I intended 
taking anyway, so it didn’t affect us at 
all.  Later notices we passed showed 
that the back-road to Blandford is 
completely closed all the way down to 
the Industrial Estate on the ring-road, 
and will remain closed for some weeks, 
presumably for re-surfacing.  It is a 

busy road, used by people trying to 
avoid the appalling A350. 
 
They have finished resurfacing the road 
from the top of Zig-Zag Hill through to 
Tollard Royal and beyond, and it is now 
very good indeed.  I hope it lasts. 
 
The Horton Inn was fairly busy when 
we arrived at 12:15pm for lunch, but 
we easily got a large table and sat 
around eating our baguettes and 
cooked meals (no names mentioned) 
and drinking our teas and coffees.  It 
had brightened-up a bit, but had also 
become rather colder and windier, but 
still dry.  Lucky.  I got out the map 
when we were ready to leave, and 
Martin suggested we used part of the 
old A303 through Dinton and 
Chilmark.  As this wasn’t a million 
miles away from my intended route, I 
decided that we could easily 
accommodate his request and planned 
accordingly (makes it sound so grand, 
doesn’t it?).  We set off back through 
Sixpenny Handley and Broad Chalke to 
Wilton (not so long since I used this 
road), then along Martin’s route and 
back to the Warminster by-pass.  We 
skirted the other side of Frome and 
around the back of Bath to finish at 
3:10pm in the car park of The Globe.  
Still dry, but a bit chilly. 
 
Thanks to the hardy souls who braved 
the initial rain and subsequent cold 
wind, and especially to Martin for going 
as ‘sweeper’ for me.  I even got home 
early enough to wash the bike and 
make a start on my paperwork… 
 

Simon. 
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Hi Viz Garments 
 
 
I read with interest the article in 
February 2008 Treads regarding Hi-Viz 
garments and felt the need to comment. 
 
I agree that bright yellow is becoming 
more and more common amongst a 
vast array of people in many walks of 
life but does that mean that we should 
assume that by not wearing it we 
become more conspicuous? – I don’t 
think so. 
 
The company ICU-UCMe (see their 
website) are aware of this problem. 
There are too many yellow coats 
around. I have spoken to their director 
and have been told that they are 
currently working on a new high viz 
jacket/vest for use by emergency 
personnel. It will be a totally different 
colour so that we members of the 
general public will know that there is a 
real emergency ahead.  
 
The wheel turns full circle as it was only 
a few years ago that the emergency 
services were the only ones wearing 
yellow. The new colour is a good idea 
but it will take some time to become a 
reality if it ever does. 
 
Rest assured that Health and Safety 
legislation will dictate that anyone using 
the road as a workplace has to wear 
high conspicuity clothing. 
 
As an avid advocate of road safety for 
motorcyclists it is my opinion that the 
more we can do to make ourselves 
visible the better. We (the motorcycling 
public) are constantly telling car drivers 
to watch out for motorcyclists ‘Sorry 
Mate, I Didn’t See You’ is now a well 
known phrase.  

 
The problem is that motorcyclists are 
not without blame. Current statistics 
show that the motorcyclists themselves 
are blameworthy in 60% of motorcycle 
collisions. Some, if not most, of these 
collisions are the classic sunny 
weekend events whereby the 
motorcyclist travels around the bend too 
fast and gets it horribly wrong. 
 
This means that 40% are not the fault of 
the motorcyclist and it is this 40% that 
conspicuity seeks to address. 
 
Do we ride with headlights on? 
Personally (as my bike is old) I do not 
use headlights in built up areas as I 
have been caught out on several 
occasions by the car driver who thinks 
that I am flashing the headlight when 
the front wheel goes over those bumpy 
Bristol roads!  The government has 
seen fit (since 2001) to insist that new 
machines have automatic headlight on.  
 
Surely, the more we can do to make 
ourselves seen the better. I know that 
bright yellow jackets do nothing for 
‘street cred’ and it hides those 
expensive colour co-ordinated leathers 
you have just bought. I work in the area 
of accident reconstruction and get 
involved on a daily basis with personal 
injury claims. Rest assured you may 
lose some of your compensation if it can 
be shown that you were not easily seen. 
It is known as contributory negligence. 
 
Personally, I will continue to wear my 
yellow coat.  I have no idea whether it 
has already saved my life but it may 
have.   The decision, of course, is yours. 
 
Barry Seward 
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Another Plea! 
 
 
You will have read above that the 
club is short of members.  We 
always lose a few each year at 
renewal time and then gain some 
new ones during the year, but for 
the past couple of years the overall 
numbers have gone down, and we 
really need to reverse this trend. 
 
As a start, we have teamed up with 
the local Road Safety offices and 
have arranged to have club 
members present at events like 
BikeSafe.  This should help us 
recruit some new members, but will 
also put a strain on the club tutors 
because most of these new 
members will want some level of 
Advanced Training. 
 
What we really need is for you to 
think if you know anyone who would 
like to join for the social riding 
aspect of the club, not just the 
training.  This should help us keep a 
healthy balance. 
 
Please give it some thought.  We are 
on a slippery slope and need every 
member to help. 
 
Thanks very much. 
 
Simon 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to four new 
members. 
  
The first is Frazer and he lives in 
central Bristol and rides a Yamaha 
Fazer FZS 600.  The second is Peter 
who lives in Congresbury and rides a 
Triumph Bonneville T100.  The third 
is Stuart who lives in Little Stoke and 
rides a Suzuki GS500F, and last but 
not least is Adrian who lives in Worle 
and rides a BMW K1100LT. 
 
 
All four have enrolled on the Skills 
Development Course, and we look 
forward to seeing you out and about 
at other club events in the near 
future. 
  
 

  

              
 

First on Scene course 
 
Simon has received a couple more 
names of members interested in this 
course, bringing the number up to 
seven, but more are still needed to 
make it worthwhile running. 
 
This is your last chance to enrol. 
Contact Simon Now 
 
 
 
 
 

 


