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View from the ‘Saddle’
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In the IAM magazine just out, there
is an article that states 45% of
cyclists have insurance, the rest
depend on their Home Ins. Policy.
This, in fact, does not cover cycling
accidents. | think most learnt their
riding ‘skills’ from watching too
many Japanese Kamikaze pilots in
war films. (Ed. )
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The new edition of Roadcraft was
funded from an advance on the
royalties we receive from sales,
which are quite substantial. We do
not receive anything like the same
level of income from the sale of
Motorcycle Roadcraft and certainly
nowhere near enough for a
publisher to agree to loan us the

funding for the project on the basis
of projected sales. So to finance a
new edition of Motorcycle

Roadcraft we are talking here of
raising at least £50k, we will need to
attract a commercial sponsor. We
are a charity and like every other
charity we have to raise the funds
for projects like this.

Like you, we believe a new edition of
Motorcycle Roadcraft would actually
save lives and on this basis we will
be approaching a number of
potential partners in the commercial
sector for funding support. | will be
talking to TSO about this matter later
this week so perhaps they might be able
to put something towards a new edition,
but it is unlikely to be more than about £5-
10k, and then probably only in the form of
a loan. If you know of anyone who might
be interested in sponsoring a new edition
| would of course be delighted to know.
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Stu Bullock.

Calling all Members.

YOUR CLUB

-

o

YOU



& 2

0% 1 "

o
* = | *
2 > " 2000
@
g
)

< * i a i g .'-'. -

. ( ey = | | : .'I

HAYNES - \‘
. MOTOR MUSEUM
* CATURDAVE IR DRSS UNDAY T DRI O (1]

I .

(
o =BB " "B, " B
- 200@B B
™ - B
A %
))

Tim Barry Seward



First Ride of 2008 -
Sunday 16™ March
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Hi Viz Garments

| read with interest the article in
February 2008 Treads regarding Hi-Viz
garments and felt the need to comment.

| agree that bright yellow is becoming
more and more common amongst a
vast array of people in many walks of
life but does that mean that we should
assume that by not wearing it we
become more conspicuous? — | don't
think so.

The company ICU-UCMe (see their
website) are aware of this problem.
There are too many vyellow coats
around. | have spoken to their director
and have been told that they are
currently working on a new high viz
jacket/vest for wuse by emergency
personnel. It will be a totally different
colour so that we members of the
general public will know that there is a
real emergency ahead.

The wheel turns full circle as it was only
a few years ago that the emergency
services were the only ones wearing
yellow. The new colour is a good idea
but it will take some time to become a
reality if it ever does.

Rest assured that Health and Safety
legislation will dictate that anyone using
the road as a workplace has to wear
high conspicuity clothing.

As an avid advocate of road safety for
motorcyclists it is my opinion that the
more we can do to make ourselves
visible the better. We (the motorcycling
public) are constantly telling car drivers
to watch out for motorcyclists ‘Sorry
Mate, | Didn't See You’ is now a well
known phrase.

The problem is that motorcyclists are
not without blame. Current statistics
show that the motorcyclists themselves
are blameworthy in 60% of motorcycle
collisions. Some, if not most, of these
collisions are the classic sunny
weekend events whereby the
motorcyclist travels around the bend too
fast and gets it horribly wrong.

This means that 40% are not the fault of
the motorcyclist and it is this 40% that
conspicuity seeks to address.

Do we ride with headlights on?
Personally (as my bike is old) | do not
use headlights in built up areas as |
have been caught out on several
occasions by the car driver who thinks
that | am flashing the headlight when
the front wheel goes over those bumpy
Bristol roads! The government has
seen fit (since 2001) to insist that new
machines have automatic headlight on.

Surely, the more we can do to make
ourselves seen the better. | know that
bright yellow jackets do nothing for
‘street cred” and it hides those
expensive colour co-ordinated leathers
you have just bought. | work in the area
of accident reconstruction and get
involved on a daily basis with personal
injury claims. Rest assured you may
lose some of your compensation if it can
be shown that you were not easily seen.
It is known as contributory negligence.

Personally, | will continue to wear my
yellow coat. | have no idea whether it
has already saved my life but it may
have. The decision, of course, is yours.

Barry Seward



Another Plea!l Welcome to four new

members.
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